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THE KING OF QUEENS

“Hoop It Up Doug”

COLD OPEN

FADE IN:

INT. MADTSON SQUARE GARDEN — KNTICKS GAME

DOUG, DEACON, CARRIE, AND SPENCE ARE SITTING NEAR THE CGCURT,
DRINKING BEERS, WATCHING THE GAME INTENTLY. AS A PLAY TAKES
PLACE, THERE’'S COMMOCTION FROM SPECTATORS.

CROWD
(IN DISCONTENT) Ahhhhhhhhhhhhhh!!!
DOUG
I can’'t believe the ref didn‘t call
that!
SPENCE
Hey thanks for getting us tickets
Carrie.
DEACON
Yeah thanks Carrie, it’s nice to have
the good seats where people aren’t
being loud and obnoxious.
DOUG

(YELLING) You suck thirty-twol!



DEACON
Other than the people I came with, of
course.
CARRIE
(TO DEACON AND SPENCE) Hey no problem
guys, I got ‘em through work. That's
what happens when the C.E.O. dies.
SPENCE
(CONCERNED) O©Oh man...has that
affected the company at all?
CARRITE
No, everyone still hates each other
and pretends their work is important.
DOUG
(YELLING) Quit your whining thirty-
two!
DEACON
Doug, you may want to take it easy.
He locks like a pretty big guy.
DOUG
What’s he gonna do? Climb up here and

try to beat me up?



VOICE (O.C.)
(THREATENING) I‘m gonna come up there
and stomp your face in if you don’t
shut up fat boy!

DOUG QUICKLY RESPONDS.

DOUG

(SMILING, TO THE COURT) You're

playing a great game sir.
DEACON

Nicely handled. Way to stay strong.
CARRIE

Doug, yocu need to calm down, you get

too excited.
DOUG

I can’'t help it. Basketball gets me

riled up. Big fan...big fan, baby!
SPENCE

Why? There’s no food involved.
VOICE (0.C)

Nachos, hot dogs, get your hot dogs!
DOUG

(TO VENDOR) Right here man!

A VENDOR APPROACHES AND MAKES THE EXCHANGE WITH DOUG.




DOUG (CONT'D)
Thank you. ©Oh, and if you have a huge
foot to shove in my friend’s mouth,
that’'d be great.

VENDCR EXITS.

CARRIE
(TO DOUG) It’'s only a game. Just try
and contain yourself.
DOUG IS SLIGHTLY AGITATED AT CARRIE.
DOUG
Thanks Carrie, I think I can manage.

As THEY RE-FOCUS ON THE GAME, A PLAY HAPPENS AND THE CROWD
REACTS MILDLY.

DOUG (CONT'D)
(TO REF, YELLING) How do you not see
that!?

CUT TO BLACK:

MATN TITLES




ACT ONE

A

FADE IN:

INT. DOUG’'S GARAGE - DAY

DOUG, DEACON, SPENCE, AND DANNY ARE SITTING ON THE COUCH,
DRINKING BEERS AND WATCHING ROCKY IIT.

SFX: THE SONG “EYE OF THE TIGER” IS HEARD FROM THE TV.
DOUG
(SINGING BADLY) “The eye of the
tiger!”...Man, I think Rocky TITI was
the best one he made.
DEACON
I don’'t know, the first one is hard to
beat.
DOUG
Yeah? Tell that to Mr. T's face.
DANNY
And Hulk Hogan.
DOUG
(GESTURES APPROVINGLY TC RITCHIE)
Nice.
SPENCE

Is this the one where Mickey dies?



DOUG

(WATCHING THE MOVIE) Spence, if

you're unsure of your Rocky facts...I
will ask you to leave. Beer
me...(GESTURES FOR A BEER)

SPENCE TOSSES DOUG A BEER.
DEACON
Yeah, then Apollo asks Rocky to wear
his shorts in the final bout right?
DOUG
Take notes Spence, the man knows what
he’s talking about.
DOUG AND DEACON “CHEERS"” BUT REMAIN FIXED ON THE TV.
DEACON
Ch, hey I was gonna tell you guys, I'm
getting a team together for the men's
basketball league at the Rec-
center...I need a couple more players.
DOUG AND DANNY
(SIMULTANEOUSLY) I'm in.
SPENCE
Hey, what about me?
DEACON

(TO SPENCE) You play basketball?



DOUG
(CHUCKLES, TO GROUP) Like a newborn
calf.
SPENCE
Whatever Doug. Have you seen me play?
DOUG
Don’t need to, I just know for a fact
that hobbits don’t play basketball.
SPENCE
At least I don’'t knock people
unconscious when I play.
DEACON
(TO DOUG) What’s he talking about?
DOUG
(TRYING TO DEFUSE) Nothing.
SPENCE
In high school he committed the worst
foul I've ever seen. This guy is so
out of control...you need a rodeo
clown as a deterrent.
DOUG
What can I say? I'm aggressive. And
as far as that foul, that guy had it

comin' to him.



SPENCE
He was sitting in the bleachers, Doug.

DOUG
That just goes to show you how far my
defense will reach.

DEACON
Hey man, I don’'t want you on the team
if you can’t control yourself.

DOUG
Trust me, it ain't pretty naked, but
you want this body on your team. I
play defense with the best of ‘em.

SPENCE
(TO DEACON) Yeah, did you ever see
Braveheart?

DOUG
(DEFENSIVE) Hey, if it's between my
aggressive playing and your three-inch
vertical, I'll choose aggressive
playing any day.

DANNY
Is that because you already have a
three-inch vertical?

DOUG

Yep.



DANNY
Just checking.
SPENCE
Come on Deacon, I can play, I swear.
DEACON
(DOUBTFUL) I don’'t know
Spence...you're like 54", some of the
guys in this league are pretty big.
DOUG
Yeah, plus the balls are bigger than
the ones you’re used to handling.
SPENCE
Very funny Doug. I just hope there
aren’t any women and children watching
when ycu play.
DOUG
Well, if there are, they’d better sit
high up in the bleachers.
DEACON
Are you sure you're not gonna kill
anyone out there?
DOUG

(REINFORCING) Hell yes, come on.



DEACON
Alright, I‘ll sign you up tomorrow.
The first game is Thursday night.
SPENCE
So I'm out then?
DEACON
Sorry man, I have enough guys. But
I'll put you on the roster as an
alternate in case we need you.
SPENCE
(SARCASTICALLY) Gee thanks. Why
don’'t you sign me up for the women’s
aerobics class while you‘re at it.
DANNY
Hey, don’t knock it unless you’ve
tried it.
DOUG
Good point. Plus, you’ve pretty much

got the breasts for it.

DEACON LOOKS AT DOUG'S CHEST.

DOUG (CONT'D)

(TO DEACON, ABRUPTLY) Shut up.

10.

CcuT

TO:



11.

ACT ONE

|

INT. BASKETBATIL GYM - SAME WEEK

THE TEAM IS WARMING UP AND SHOOTING AROUND BEFORE A GAME.
IT’'S APPARENT THAT DOUG DOESN'T DRIBBLE WELL AND IS MISSING
EVERY SHOT...BADLY. DEACON EXPRESSES CONCERN.

DEACON
Are you sure you can play this game?
DOUG
Hey my shooting may not be the
greatest, but when it comes time to
defend...look out!
DOUG SIMULATES GUARDING DEACON BY FLAILING HIS ARMS ABOUT.
DEACON
Just make sure you don’‘t foul out in
the first quarter.
DOUG
Hey have a little faith will ya?
CARRTIE, ARTHUR, AND SPENCE ENTER AND SIT IN THE BLEACHERS.

THE REFEREE BLOWS HIS WHISTLE AND CALLS EACH STARTING FIVE TO
THE CENTER OF THE CCURT.

REFEREE
Alright let’s go guys.
AS THE JUMP BALIL TAKES PLACE, THE BALL IS TIPPED TOWARDS THE
OPPOSITION. TRYING TO GET THE BALL, DOUG VIOLENTLY CRASHES
INTO ONE OF THE OPPOSING PLAYERS AND THE REF IMMEDIATELY
CALLS A FOUL ON DOUG.

DEACON GLARES AT DOUG.



12.

THE SONG "EYE OF THE TIGER" BEGINS TO PLAY.

DISSOLVE TO:

MONTAGE

DOUG IS PLAYING TOO AGGRESSIVELY OVER A SERIES OF SEVERAL
GAMES :

SETTING PICKS THAT KNOCK PEOPLE OVER, FOULING THE OPPOSITION,
KNOCKING OVER HIS OWN TEAMMATES TRYING TO GET TC THE BALL,
PASSING THE BALL TO HIS OPPONENTS INSTEAD OF HIS TEAMMATES.
WE SEE PERIODIC GLIMPSES OF SPENCE IN THE STANDS LOOKING ON
IN CONCENTRATION (JUST AS MR. T WATCHED ROCKY DEFEND HIS
TITLE). FINALLY, SPENCE GETS UP AND LEAVES THE GYM.

CUT TOs

EXT. THE STREET — DAY

WEARING SWEATS AND A RED HEADBAND, SPENCE BEGINS HIS TRAINING
BY JOGGING. 1IN HIS APARTMENT, HE'S DOING SIT UPS, PULL UPS,
PUSH UPS AND IS AUDIBLY STRAINING ON A THIGH MASTER AND
BOWFLEX. WE CUT BACK AND FORTH WITH CLIPS OF DOUG PLAYING
BADLY AND SPENCE TRAINING.

DISSOLVE TO:

INT. GYM - CONTINUQUS

WE SEE SHOTS OF CARRIE AND ARTHUR LOOKING DISGRACED AT THE
WAY DOUG IS PLAYING. THE MUSIC FADES TO BACKGROUND AND A
SWEATY, FRUSTRATED DEACON APPROACHES DOUG DURING A TIME OUT.
DEACON
(WINDED) Hey man, you're killing us
out there. 1It's only the first

quarter and you've already got four

fouls!



DOUG
(PANTING) I think I'm wearing them
down.
DEACON
You're wearing us down! The last three
games have been like this. Plus, you
brought a sandwich onto the court
which cost us a technical foull!
DOUG
(DEFENSIVE) I didn’'t eat dinner,
alright? I don’t know how your body
works, but this machine needs fuel.
DEACON
Doug, you’re still turning the ball
over and fouling your own teammates!
DOUG
I don't do it on purpose, it’s just
how I play.
DEACON
Well damn man! It’s not like you have
epilepsy. Get a hold of yourself! We

want to win a game at some point.

13.

DISSOLVE TO:




14.

MONTAGE

THE MUSIC RESUMES AND DOUG CONTINUES TO PLAY POORLY:
SHOOTING THE BALL OVER THE BACKBOARD.

HE GOES FOR A LAY-UP AND GETS “STUFFED” BY THE RIM.

ON OFFENSE, DANNY PASSES TO DOUG AND HITS HIM SQUARE IN THE
BACK BECAUSE DOUG IS TURNED AROUND DEFENDING HIS OPPONENT.

DOUG FLIES INTO THE CROWDED BLEACHERS GOING AFTER A BALL

THAT'S CLEARLY ALREADY OUT OF BOUNDS. UPON RE-ENTERING THE

COURT, HE GRABS AND EATS THE LAST HALF OF SOME KID’'S HOT DOG.
CUT TO:

EXT. STREET COURT - CONTINUOUS

SPENCE IS PLAYING WITH ALL BLACK PLAYERS. HE SHOOTS WITH TWO
HANDS UNDER THE BALL, “GRANNY-STYLE”.

HE DRIBBLES WELL, PLAYS GOOD DEFENSE, REBCUNDS, BOXES OUT, NO-
LOOK PASSES, LOOKS FOR THE OPEN MAN, TAKES GOOD SHOTS. HE
MAKES EVERY ONE OF HIS SHOTS AND RECEIVES HIGH FIVES AND PATS
ON THE BACK FROM THE BLACK PLAYERS.

CUT TO:

INT. GYM — CONTINUQUS

THE OPPOSING TEAM RUNS A PLAY WHEREIN DOUG ACCIDENTLY SETS A
PICK ON DANNY (HIS OWN TEAMMATE) WHICH ALLOWS DANNY'S
OPPONENT TO BE OPEN FOR A SHOT.

THEY PASS TOC HIM AND HE TAKES A JUMP SHOT. AS HE DOES, WE GO
INTO A SLOW MOTION SEQUENCE WHEREIN THE SHOT IS BLOCKED BY
DEACON AND IS HEADED TOWARD DOUG. WITH HIS BACK TOWARDS THE
PLAY, WE SEE THE BALL BOUNCE OFF OF DOUG’S HEAD.

WITH THE BALL IN MID-AIR, WE CUT TO A SLO-MO CARRIE YELLING
"NO" MUCH LIKE ADRIAN DID WHENEVER ROCKY WAS GOING DOWN.

BALL GOES INTO BASKET (END OF SLO-MO). DOUG HANGS HIS HEAD
IN EMBARRASSMENT. DEACON SHAKES HIS HEAD AT DOUG IN
FRUSTRATION AS WE:

CUT TO:



15.

ACT ONE

(@]

INT. KITCHEN - NEXT DAY — EVENING

CARRIE IS IN THE KITCHEN. WE HEAR A KNOCK ON THE BACK DOOR.
CARRIE LOOKS TO SEE WHO IT IS THEN OPENS THE DOOR.

CARRIE
(SURPRISED) Deacon, what are you
doing here?

DEACON ENTERS.

DEACON
Is Doug home from work yet?
CARRITE
Let me check.
CARRIE OPENS THE FRIDGE.
CARRIE (CONT'D)
Nope, there’s still half a pizza left
over.
DEACON
We can’'t chance it. Check the ice
cream.
CARRTE OPENS THE FREEZER AND TAKES OUT A CARTON.
CARRIE

Almost a full carton.



DEACON
Okay, we’'re safe. Listen Carrie, I
need you to do me a favor. You've
been coming to the games right?
CARRITE
(ENTHUSIASTIC) Yeah.
DEACON
You’ve seen Doug play basketball then?
CARRIE
(UNENTHUSIASTIC) Yeah.
DEACON
QCkay, the man has to be stopped. He's
single-handedly lost every game for us
so far.
CARRIE
(SYMPATHETICATLY) I know, he’s so
bad, but I feel awful bringing it up
cuz he loves to play.
DEACON
I loved dolls as a kid, but eventually
my dad said something.
CARRIE
Well, what do you want me to do?
DEACON

Get him to quit the team.

ls.



CARRIE
Okay, I can't get him to quit playing
air guitar in his underwear...how
would I get him to quit basketball?
DEACON
You're his wife, he’ll listen to you.
CARRIE
(CHUCKLES) See, the fact that you
even said that shows how little you
know him.
DEACON
Well I don‘t know, make something up.
CARRIE
(RESISTANT) Why can’'t you tell him?
DEACON
I can't tell my friend I don't want
him on the team. ©One, he won't
understand, and two, I can't promise
him sex if he quits.
CARRITE
(PAUSING) Technically you could.
DEACON
Come on Carrie. Help me out please?
CARRIE

Oh alright, I’1l1l think of something.

17.



18.

DEACON
You’'re a good woman for doing this.
CARRIE
(SARCASTICALLY) Oh yeah, lying to my
husband and bribing him with sex. I'm
getting a little tired of being a good
woman .

CARRIE USHERS DEACON OUT AND SHUTS THE DOCR BEHIND HIM.
CARRTE EXITS THE KITCHEN AS ARTHUR EMERGES FROM DOWNSTAIRS.

HE LOOKS IN BOTH DIRECTIONS TO SEE IF THEY'RE GONE. THE
EXPRESSION ON HIS FACE INDICATES THAT HE HEARD EVERYTHING
THEY SAID. HE STANDS THERE ALONE SEEMING CONTEMPLATIVE AS
WE:

CUT TOs



19.

ACT ONE

o

INT. BEDROOM - TLATER THAT NIGHT

DOUG IS LAYING IN BED WATCHING TV. CARRIE CLIMBS INTO BED
WEARING A NIGHTIE, APPARENTLY IN A FRISKY MOOD.

CARRITE
(RUBBING DOUG’'S CHEST) How ya doin’
sweetie?
DOUG
I'm tired. Had a rough week.
CARRIE
(SEDUCTIVELY) How tired?
DOUG LOOKS AT CARRIE.
DOUG
Not tired...don’t know the meaning of
the word.
DOUG ANXTIOUSLY EMBRACES CARRIE AND THEY KISS. CARRIE STOPS.
CARRITE
How’s your head?
DOUG
What dec you mean?
CARRIE
Well, you scored that last basket 1like

a world cup soccer champion.




































































































































